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wheels in Mary’s head started turning about how BeBloomin’s 
video calling feature could make it possible for Betty to “travel” 
to Germany to see her family.

 There were some hurdles to go over first. Neither Betty nor her 
sister, owned nor had access to a computer, let alone knew how 
to use one! This didn’t stop Mary’s volunteer efforts, however. 
She had an email address for Herman, the son of Betty’s sister 
Agnes, and was soon in touch with him about her idea to put 
the two sisters in touch. Although Herman had a computer, he 
didn’t have a webcam. His daughter Johanna, who was away at 
college, had a notebook with a webcam, however. Mary, herself, 
had a notebook with a webcam. Mary set up an account on 
BeBloomin for Betty, and Herman also set up an account. After 
comparing schedules, Mary, Herman, and Johanna came up 
with a date and time for the family in Germany to connect with 
Betty at a time when Mary could bring her notebook to Betty’s 
care facility.

 On the planned date and time, Mary arrived at the care 
facility and set up her computer. She estimated that once she 
turned on her computer and connected to the Internet, it took 
her about five minutes to “travel” to Germany to hook up with 
Agnes, Johanna, and Herman via BeBloomin’s live video calling 
feature. Betty, who was not present at that point, was then 
escorted into the room where Mary sat with her computer. 

 Betty smiled as she recalled, “When Mary turned the computer 
around, I could see my sister over there, and she saw me, and we 
talked.” Mary added, “They talked for 45 minutes to an hour!”

 Both ladies agreed it was a magical moment when Betty and 
Agnes saw each other for the first time after so many years. Betty 
smiled and nodded as she recalled, “It really was something!”  
Mary added, “I’ll always remember how Betty’s eyes lit up when 
she saw her sister.”

 Mary shared that it meant a lot to her to be involved in 
arranging the reunion for Betty and her family. Mary, who was 
born in Belgium and came to the United States as a teenager, 
noted, “I was so excited when I could make this happen for 
Betty. I have family in Belgium, but it’s been hard to get them 
to try this. I am hoping to get them set up with BeBloomin 
accounts when I go over there, next, so we can stay in touch.”

 Meanwhile, Mary has been working on plans to help Betty 
and Agnes enjoy regular BeBloomin video calls. Since the two 
sisters last visited, Betty is now the proud owner of an Asus 
tablet, and she has been enjoying many a game of solitaire. 
The next step will be to get Agnes, in Germany, set up with a 
computer and Internet access so the two sisters can enjoy more 
magical moments from the comfort of their own homes!

it’s not too late to join the BeBlooMin coMMunity 
and reGister for a free-for-life BeBlooMin account. 

just visit BeBlooMin.coM and enter “occoa” in the 
authorization code Box. for More inforMation, 

please contact the otseGo county coMMission on 
aGinG at (989) 732-1122 or visit our weBsite at 

otseGocountycoa.orG.

Submitted by
Eileen Godek
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 At age 86, Betty Pasel is an active 
older adult living in Gaylord, Michigan 
who likes to come to the Senior Center 
two to three times a week to play 
euchre and pinochle with her friends. 

 Born in 1929, Betty came to the 
United States from a town near 
Koblenz, Germany on February 2, 
1957. She was married and worked 
in a factory in the Detroit area. 

Eventually, she made her way to Gaylord. Betty and her 
husband had no children, and after he passed away, she was 
without any family in the Gaylord area to assist her as she aged.

 Over the past several years, Betty has had to deal with several 
health issues, which landed her in the hospital on several 
occasions. Eventually, it was necessary to sell her home and 
move to a local  care facility in order to receive the assistance 
she now requires. Despite these challenges, Betty has been 
able to get out and about and stay socially active, thanks to a 
loving circle of friends she has made through her church and 
community. 

 Although Betty is frequently able to travel about locally, 
traveling back to Germany to visit her sister, brother, nieces 
and nephews, is not an option for her. She shared, “I can’t go 
anywhere anymore because of my health.”

 Even if her health allowed, there would be the four-hour drive 
from her home in Gaylord to Detroit Metro Airport, followed 
by the wait at the airport, the nine and-a-half hour flight to 
Germany, the wait to be picked up, and the time to travel to her 
family’s homes. And, of course, there would be the trip back!

 Thanks to one of Betty’s friends, Mary Tomaszewski, Betty 
was recently able to visit with her sister, Agnes, whom she had 
not seen in over fifteen years and who still lives in Germany. 

Just to name a “few” things, Mary, 
at age 78, is one of Betty’s main care 
providers. Mary is also active in her 
church, and is an RSVP volunteer who 
spends many long hours preparing 
tax returns for the OCCOA’s Free 
Tax Assistance Program. Mary is 
also a member of the Otsego County 
Commission on Aging (OCCOA) 
Computer Club and a Computer Club 
volunteer class instructor.

 The OCCOA Computer Club, and 
many other residents in Otsego 
County, had the opportunity to learn 
about BeBloomin (an innovative easy-
to-use Internet technology), sign up for 
accounts, and attend trainings when it 
was first introduced to the community 
in 2015. Not long afterward, the 
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